
THE BARNSTEAD DECLARATION 
 

BY THE UNDERSIGNED IN BARNSTEAD, NEW HAMPSHIRE, ON  _________ 
 

By the authority of Part First – Bill of Rights – Constitution of New Hampshire 
Article 10. [Right of Revolution.] Government being instituted for the common benefit, 

protection, and security, of the whole community, and not for the private interest or 
emolument of any one man, family, or class of men; therefore whenever the ends of 
government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other 

means of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and of right ought to reform the old, or 
establish a new government. The doctrine of nonresistance against arbitrary power, and   
oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. 

  
We declare:  
  
The political, economic and legal systems of the United States allow, in each generation, 
an elite few to impose policy and governing decisions that threaten the very survival of 
human and natural communities: 
  
That the goal of those decisions is to concentrate wealth and power through the 
exploitation of human and natural communities; while promoting the belief that such 
exploitation is necessary for the common good. 
  
The survival of our communities depends on replacing this system of governance by the 
privileged few with new community-based democratic decision-making systems; 

  
All government of right originates from the people, is founded in consent, and instituted 
for the general good; therefore, 
Environmental and economic sustainability can be achieved only when the people 
affected by governing decisions are the ones who make them; 
  
For the past two centuries, people have been unable to secure economic and 
environmental sustainability through the existing minority-rule system while laboring 
under the myth that we live in a democracy; 
  
Most reformers and activists have failed to recognize the absence of democracy as the 
root of the problem, but have concentrated merely on lobbying the factions in power to 
make better decisions and; 
 
Reformers and activists have not halted the destruction of our human and natural 
communities because they have viewed economic and environmental ills as isolated 
problems, rather than symptoms produced by the absence of democracy. 
 
 



Therefore, let it be resolved: 
  
To create a people’s movement with a goal of revoking the authority of the corporate 
minority to impose political, legal, and economic systems that endanger our human and 
natural communities; 
  
To begin this movement at the municipal level in the state of New Hampshire; 
  
To transform local struggles into new frameworks of law, establishing sustainable and 
democratic systems while dismantling the old; 
  
To grow and accelerate this movement and to be recognized at state and national levels; 
  
To overturn the legal and political doctrines used by corporate and governmental officers 
to override community decision-making; including preemption, subordination of 
municipal governments; bestowal of constitutional rights upon corporations, and 
relegating ecosystems to the status of property; 
  
To guarantee protections of the health, safety and welfare of human and natural 
communities; 
  
To openly and frontally challenge all attempts to subordinate the rights of people to the 
rule of the privileged few; 
  
To join with Communities of rights-asserting people across the state and nation to 
envision and establish state and federal constitutional frameworks of governance deemed 
to be supportive of self-government; 
  
To affirm our original declaration of 2010 and echo the calls from our allies in 
communities across Pennsylvania, New Mexico, Ohio, Washington, Oregon and New 
York and hereby call for a new constitutional structure; 
  
Now, this  _____of  _______, the undersigned pledge to begin that work, which will 
drive the right to local, community, self-government into the New Hampshire 
Constitution, thus liberating New Hampshire communities from the legal and political 
doctrines that prevent them from building economically and environmentally sustainable 
communities. 
 
 
A Call Issues from this Gathering: 
  
 
To create a permanent network of people committed to securing the right to local, 
community self-government, the reversal of political, legal, and cultural doctrines that 
interfere with that right, and the creation of a new system and doctrines that support that 



right; 
  

To call upon the people and elected officials across the State of New Hampshire to 
convene a larger gathering of delegates chosen from and by our municipalities, who will 
propose constitutional changes to secure the right of local, community self-government; 
and 
  
To create the people’s movement that will create and establish these changes to the New 
Hampshire Constitution. 
 
Signed by; 
  
 ____________________________________________ 
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